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The Gloria – Only Begotten Son 
You Take Away the Sins of the World 

 
In the Gloria, in adoration of Christ, we acclaim Christ’s identity through various titles.  When 
proclaiming these titles in the new Gloria, the words “Only Begotten Son…Son of the Father” 
represent a slight change from the previous version.  The earlier version chose an economy of 
words to express the same dogma, that Jesus is the only Son of God.  In the new version, there 
are also more words that are capitalized to indicate the sanctity of this title of Jesus. 
 
The Gloria then uses a new pattern of repetition found in the Latin text, as we proclaim what 
Christ has done for us:  “you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us – you take 
away the sins of the world, receive our prayer.” And then, “you are seated at the right hand 
of the Father, have mercy on us.”  These phrases are similar to a litany, as we beseech the 
Lord to have mercy and receive the prayer of praise we offer him. 
 
At the words, “you take away the sins of the world,” the words that surround this phrase appear in 
a different order in the new translation.  A small change also appears in these words.  We have 
been singing about “sin” in the singular, but the new translation has “sins” in the plural.  The 
difference indicates that Jesus takes away not just generic sin in the world, but individual sin.  He 
forgives people their personal sins.   
 
In the last stanza, that has not changed, the Gloria uses multiple phrases from Scripture to 
vocalize the praise and glory we offer to God, such as: “you alone are the Holy One” from the 
Book of Revelation, and from Psalm 83 that proclaims, “you alone, whose name is the Lord, are 
the Most High over all the earth.” 
 


